[The testosterone level in the testes of silver foxes during prenatal development].
The level of testosterone in serum and testes of the silver fox fetuses on days 31, 35, 40, 45, and 50 of gestation was determined using radioimmunoassay. In testes, testosterone was first detected at day 31; then its level gradually increased. Serum testosterone was detected only at day 40. Subsequent increase in its concentration was insignificant. Human chorionic gonadotropin stimulated testicular testosterone production in vitro beginning from day 40. We suggest that in the silver fox, testes are capable of responding to gonadotropins already by the day 40 of prenatal development but the formation of pituitary-gonadal axis proceeds until the end of embryogenesis.